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ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY - 11 
 
1. I think you should tell the truth and ---- that 

you stole all the money from my safe.  
 
A) resist 
B) assume 
C) define 
D) confess 
E) describe 

 
 
 

2. Lined by great rivers and small streams, 
England is a fertile land, and the ---- of its soil 
has always supported agriculture for 
millennia. 
 
A) infertility 
B) mortality 
C) generosity 
D) extinction 
E) destruction 

 
 
 

3. Because the pages of the old book were ----, 
they ripped very easily. 
 
A) innocent 
B) fragile 
C) intensive 
D) skilful 
E) meticulous 

 
 
 

4. The president ---- denied having anything to 
do with the bribing scandal and he looked too 
determined indeed. 
 
A) strongly 
B) extremely 
C) reluctantly 
D) immensely 
E) excitingly 

 
 
 

5. It is amazing to see that you still have a lot of 
energy ---- the fact that you have been 
working hard all morning. 

 
A) disputing 
B) collapsing 
C) exploiting 
D) undergoing 
E) considering 

 
 

6. You must have misread the ---- on the test 
because you were the only one who failed it. 
 
A) rejections 
B) adoptions 
C) instructions 
D) inspirations 
E) extravagancies 

 
 
 
 
 

7. Because Sarah is ----, I help her use her legs 
every day and hopefully one day she will walk 
without my help. 
 
A) bored 
B) illiterate 
C) impolite  
D) disabled 
E) reluctant 

 
 
 
 

8. I tried to tell him as ---- as possible that I was 
not interested in him, but he still got very 
upset. 

 
A) urgently 
B) insufficiently 
C) entirely 
D) hilariously 
E) tactfully 

 
 
 

9. Please call me as soon as you have ---- some 
information about the health condition of 
your father after his surgery.  

 
A) revived 
B) obtained  
C) consulted 
D) disturbed 
E) discontinued 

 
 
 

10. All of the money he had won in the lottery 
was misspent, and soon he was living in ---- 
again. 
 
A) victory 
B) bravery 
C) poverty 
D) resistance 
E) helpfulness 
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11. The reason we don’t use water to thin oil 
paint is because oil is not water ----. 
 
A) soluble 
B) eatable 
C) washable 
D) drinkable 
E) collapsible 

 
 
 
 
 

12. You are not listening to me ---- enough, so 
you won’t remember much of what I am 
saying to you later on. 
 
A) carelessly 
B) diligently 
C) boastfully 
D) mercifully 
E) extravagantly 

 
 
 
 

13. Some smokers believe that the best way to ---- 
smoking is to throw away the cigarettes and 
stop completely. 

 
A) launch 
B) insult 
C) recognize 
D) quit 
E) astonish 

 
 
 

14. He accepted the termination of his contract 
with ---- because he wasn’t ready to stop 
working yet. 
 
A) confession 
B) irrigation 
C) contribution 
D) emphasis 
E) reluctance 

 
 
 
 

15. The ---- power of a nuclear warhead is equal 
to that of 20,000 tons of dynamite. 

 
A) curable 
B) destructive 
C) emotional 
D) infertile 
E) unwise 

 

16. Asthma is known to be a ---- treatable condition, 
but its sufferers usually underestimate the 
possible impact of the disease. 
 
A) drearily 
B) highly 
C) tediously 
D) constantly 
E) modestly 

 
 
 

17. In order to ---- good relations with the voters, 
the president gave a tactfully worded speech 
that avoided the sensitive subject of war. 

 
A) maintain 
B) frustrate 
C) consume 
D) flourish 
E) deteriorate 

 
 
 
 

18. I noticed that Herman was speaking with ----, 
which was a sure sign that he was lying. 
 
A) accuracy 
B) hesitation 
C) sensibility 
D) importance 
E) enthusiasm 

 
 
 
 

19. The magician had a special disappearing act 
where he became ---- and nobody could see 
him. 

 
A) invisible 
B) inaudible 
C) invaluable 
D) inattentive 
E) inaccurate 

 
 
 
 

20. Though not known for sure, it is estimated 
that there were ---- 1000 inventions between 
1863 and 1913. 
 
A) chiefly 
B) hardly 
C) roughly 
D) vaguely 
E) distantly 
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21. International collaboration and cooperation 
was not a major concern in the world during 
1918, when the Spanish Flu pandemic ----. 

 
A) took in 
B) broke out 
C) figured out 
D) gave away 
E) brought up 

 
 
 

22. Many countries produce bananas as a staple 
food, and only around 20% of all bananas that 
are ---- are actually exported. 
 
A) put up 
B) given up 
C) taken up 
D) made up 
E) grown up 
 
 
 

23. India is the leading producer of bananas 
worldwide, ---- 23% of the total banana 
production, though most of the Indian 
plantains are for domestic use.  
 
A) coping with 
B) making up for 
C) accounting for 
D) showing off 
E) putting up with 

 
 
 

24. Diseases that affect plants can have a big 
impact on your business's profitability, so it is 
important to ---- the risks and take action to 
protect your property. 
 
A) come out 
B) take up 
C) let down 
D) work out 
E) come about 

 
 
 

25. Placebo, which means 'I will please' in Latin, 
---- any medical treatment that is inactive, 
such as a sugar pill. 
 
A) gives off 
B) refers to  
C) breaks out 
D) puts down 
E) builds up 
 

26. Strategies for implementing nursing homes 
rely on having effective staff approaches and 
an environment conductive to ----
recommended care practices. 
 
A) giving up 
B) pouring down 
C) making up 
D) turning down 
E) carrying out 

 
 

27. The galaxies and clusters of galaxies that ---- 
the visible universe are concentrated in a 
complex scaffold that surrounds a network of 
enormous cosmic voids. 
 
A) go over  
B) take off 
C) count on 
D) make up 
E) carry out 

 
 

28. Most cases of dry mouth syndrome in older 
people are actually ---- by the medications 
they take. 

 
A) taken up 
B) given away 
C) put out 
D) brought about 
E) broken out 

 
 
 
 

29. Having a good sense of humour reduces 
stress, helps you ---- pain, creates empathy in 
social situations, and can even improve your 
odds of finding a mate. 
 
A) cope with 
B) stand out 
C) make for 
D) bring about 
E) pass away 

 
 
 

30. Since the Byzantine state largely ---- the 
revenues generated by trade and industry, 
historians attach much importance to them. 

 
A) took off 
B) worked out 
C) saw off 
D) let down 
E) depended on 
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31. A kleptomaniac is somebody who is addicted 
---- things without asking or paying ---- them. 

 
A) by / at  
B) to / for 
C) at / off 
D) up / into 
E) from / to  

 
 
 

32. Many ----- the migrant labourers who don’t 
have employment rights have only limited 
access ---- the job market. 

 
A) among / for 
B) at / off 
C) of / to 
D) up / of 
E) on / from  
 
 
 
 

33. The reason why the film was so cheap was 
that it was ---- inferior quality compared ---- 
the original and the sound was distorted. 
 
A) off / outside 
B) of / to 
C) about / about 
D) by /  through 
E) under / across 

 
 
 
 

34. As a child grows to become an adult, he 
becomes more aware ---- the value of such 
intangibles ---- goodwill and love. 
 
A) of / as 
B) by / upwards 
C) off / like 
D) to / in 
E) for / underneath 
 
 
 

35. Over half the population of the Council of 
Europe is concentrated ---- just six 
countries ---- over 50 million inhabitants. 
 
A) on / between 
B) under / up 
C) in / with 
D) from / into 
E) for / across 

 
 

36. During the late medieval period, cotton 
became known ---- an imported fibre ---- 
northern Europe. 

 
A) to / at 
B) as / in 
C) on / by 
D) by / off 
E) for / with 

 
37. Scholars once thought sex differences that 

favoured men on tests of quantitative ability 
were responsible ---- the shortage of women 
---- math-based fields.  

 
A) by / to 
B) over / at 
C) for / in 
D) from / on 
E) with / along 

 
38. The debates ---- how much of the music of the 

funeral song was composed by Mozart are 
still open ---- discussion. 
 
A) over / to 
B) on / at 
C) into / by 
D) from / in 
E) down / under 

 
39. Although Pilates is thought ---- as a very safe 

form of conditioning, it ---- fact has many 
inherent dangers. 
 
A) to / with 
B) about / for 
C) by / about 
D) of / in 
E) up / among 

 
40. Scientists have succeeded ---- making human 

volunteers immune ---- malaria by injecting 
them with genetic material. 

 
A) in / to 
B) by / on 
C) for / off 
D) up / into 
E) from / in 

 
ANSWER KEY 

1 D 9 B 17 A 25 B 33 B 
2 C 10 C 18 B 26 E 34 A 
3 B 11 A 19 A 27 D 35 C 
4 A 12 B 20 C 28 D 36 B 
5 E 13 D 21 B 29 A 37 C 
6 C 14 E 22 E 30 E 38 A 
7 D 15 B 23 C 31 B 39 D 
8 E 16 B 24 D  32 C 40 A 
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